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ABSTRACT 

This paper di s cusses the importance of parent 
involvement in middle schools, focusing on the increasing need for 
such involvement in today* s society. It examines the development of 
the parent-student and teacher-student relationship, and considers 
the importance of the parent-teacher relationship in relation to the 
student's development and education. The paper then discusses the 
student peer relationship and its role in fostering social 
development. It also discusses one teacher's experiences as a 
first-year middle school teacher, observing that parental involvement 
played a key role in academic attainment, interest in schoolwork, and 
social development. It argues that the development of an effective 
parent teacher association (PTA) or parent teacher organization 
(PTO) , as well as effective and regular teacher-parent communication, 
is very important in fostering parental involvement at the middle 
school level. (MDM) 
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Parental Involvement in Middle Schools 

Parental involvement in middle schools is an important 
issue that has grown throughout the years. With all the changes 
in our society and families, the need for parental involvement 
has increased tremendously. "Parental involvement is essential 
if schools are to successfully educate the whole child" (Cooper, 
Uebbing 52). There are many ways for parents to get involved 
in their child's education. For example, parents can get in- 
volved in PTA/PTO, school visits, written or oral communication, 
helping with homework, and banquets or award ceremonies. This 
strong support and involvement will have a positive influence, 
not only on the student, but on the teacher and the parent as 
well . 

A student's self-esteem and confidence will begin to build 
itself up as the parents involvement continues. They start to 
realize that their parents really do care about their education 
and are proud of them no matter how small their accomplish- 
ment. This develops a good attitude and a desire to do good 
in the student keeping them motivated in school. This motivation 
keeps the students interested in their subjects so they can devel- 
op a better understanding of the concepts taught. "The closer 
the parent is to the education of the child, the greater the 
impact on child development and educational achievement" (Hasting , 
146) . 

As a result of this caregiving and interest several relat- 
ionships begin to mature. A student to parent relationship which 
creates an excellent sense of caring, trust and communication. 
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A student to teacher relationship which helps keep the students 
motivated and interested in their subjects. Also a parent to 
teacher relationships develops setting a good example for the 
students to follow. And the last relationship to form is a 
student to student relationship where they can exercise what 
they ! ve learned while socially interacting with their classmates. 

The first of the relationships to form is a student to parent 
relationship. This relationship shows how the child and the 
parent have earned each others trust and how a strong bond has 
grown between them. Because of this trust, communication, the 
key to a relationship, becomes present in most situations. 
With all the peer pressure and stereotypes, communication plays 
as important role in the middle school child's life. "Middle 
school students do desire parental support , as it is a central 
source of stability in their turbulent lives" (Renihan, Renihan, 
59) . 

Along with the student to parent relationship a student 
to teacher relationship also evolves. The student and the 
teacher learn to respect each others opinion when communicating 
in the classroom. Wanting to please the teacher , as well as 
their parents , the students become very eager to participate 
in each days lessons. They will come to class prepared and 
raring to go. For example , in my own classroom, I had a student 
who had trouble completing work assignments. One week the 
student completed all the assignments given and received a great 
deal of recognition from myself and their parents . From that 
point on they were the first one in the room waving their completed 
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work in the air for all to see. Knowing the student's great 
interest in learning and the parent showing they care, this gives 
the teacher a great sense of accomplishment. The parent also 
seeing thei r child highly motivated to learn, helps create a good 
parent to teacher relationship. 

This relationship, parent to teacher , is also very import- 
ant in the education and development of a child. In a good 
parent to teacher relationship the attitude of the teacher and 
the parent become very positive. Being able to discuss the 
strenghts and weaknesses of their child and ask the teacher 
questions gives the parent a relaxed and comfortable feeling. 
After speaking with several middle school teachers they all 
agi/ee that if you keep the parents of your students well informed 
of their child's progress the more secure they feel and the more 
involvement you will see. "In recent years, several research 
studies have indicated that the benefits of parental involve- 
ment include raising achievement levels and improving the att- 
itude of parents towards schools and teachers" (John, 16). This 
parent involvement also keeps the teacher aware of the changes 
and different values in thei r student's families. "Unless ed- 
ucators evalute their own beliefs about what constitutes a family 
and dramatically change the way they link to students' families, 
the middle school, philosophy and curriculum will be a movement 
without impact" (Mack, 55 ) . Working together with the teacher 
gives the parent a sense of community. Being involved in pre- 
paring their child with the proper communication and problem 
solving skills they see necessary, gives the parent a feeling 
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of belonging and responsibility. The more a parent knows about 
what their child is learning, who's teaching it, and who their 
friends are, the more safe and secure they feel. When the child 
begins to sense this secure feeling given off by their parents, 
they too will then feel more at ease when interacting and parti- 
cipating in school. 

The last relationship to form as a product of the others is 
a student to student relationship. This tie between students 
has a positive influence on their social interaction. By model- 
ing their parents and teacher, they are able to communicate with 
their classmates in an acceptable manner. They respect each 
others opinions and learn to help each other out when in need. 
When I asked a seventh grade math teacher what the importance 
of good social interaction was he said, "If you allow students 
to communicate in the classroom they build a good rapport with 
each other and will not be afraid to ask another peer for help." 
With these fine gualities the students are able to make friends 
and build their self-confidence constituting a home-school at- 
mosphere. It's obvious that if the student, teacher, and parent 
all contribute and make an effort to be involved in schooling 
the more functional and progressive the educational out come. 

After completing my first year teaching at the middle school 
level the above have proved to be true. When working with my 
students it's plain to see the difference in academic attainment 
in the students whose parents are involved in their education as 
compared to those whose parents aren't involved. The student's 
whose parents are involved showed greater interest in lessons, 
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determination to do well, and were more socially active. On the 
other hand, the students whose parents weren't involved showed 
a lack of interest in lessons, and could care less whether they 
did good or not. It seemed if the students felt no one cared 
then why should they. Socially they were either totally with- 
drawn or they bullied their classmates around. One young boy 
in my class was not only a bully, but the bully of the entire 
school. In this case there was no parental involvement at all. 
He didn't care if his work was done or not and to get attention 
he picked a fight with everyone. Now his cousin who is also in 
my class is the opposite. His mother belongs to the PTO and is 
very active in school activities. He is very well mannered and 
does his homework on time. Socially, he has many friends and 
is always ready to ^nd a helping a hand. There are many ways 
we can get parents involved in their child's schooling so we . 
don't have students who think education isn't important. 

One way to keep parents involved in education is the organ- 
ization of the Pa rent- Tea cher Association ( PTA ) or the Parent- 
Teacher Organization (PTO). These groups of parents help put 
together fundraising ideas so students can gc on field trips, have 
class parties for academic excel lence and holidays, and also be- 
come the audience for science fairs, art exhibits, and other 
school programs held throughout the year. They also have ban- 
quets and award ceremonies to acknowledge the students academic 
and athletic achievements. These all help to produce a positive 
attitude and high self-esteem in children at a middle school 

level . 
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Another way to keep parents involved would be through comm- 
unication. The teacher can set up regular meetings with parents 
to inform them of their child. This can be done through class- 
room visits, open houses, parent's night, and parent teacher 
conferences. Classroom visits and open house allows the parent 
to become familiar with the classroom atmosphere, the teacher, 
and the skills that are being taught. Parents night is a good 
way to acknowledge the parents for support and participation. 
This recogni t ion keeps parents interested and wanting to come 
back . Parent conferences are also a source used for informing 
parents about their child's educational progress. This also can 
be done with newsletters, notes, phone calls, or a school news- 
paper. All of these are good ways to keep parents involved in 
the development and education of their children. 

In conclusion, I feel the more parents are involved in 
education of their children the more successful schooling will 
be. It's quite clear that pa rent a 1 involvement pos i t i vely 
effects students self-esteem and helps form many healthy relation- 
ships. It's quite evident that parental involvement is very.. ben- 
eficial in the education and developement of a child. Parental 
involvement increases academic achievement , motivation, social 
activity, and self-esteem in students. It also helps form healthy 
relationships between student and parent, student and teacher, 
parent and teacher, and student and student. Sharing the respon- 
sibility of educating >ur children will help create a home-like 
at mops he re where we can learn and grow educationally and socially 
together . 
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